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Change of Qi Annotation in the Annual Almanacs during the
Late Ming and the Early Qing

WANG Guangchao
( Institute for the History of Natural Science CAS Beijing 100190  China)

Abstract This article examines the ways of annotating Qi in the annual almanacs during the
late Ming and the early Qing. Change from “mean Qi” to “true Qi” made the determination of the jie
qi( solar periods) and the intercalary months much more complicated. In the late Ming Jesuit as—
tronomers proposed to use “true Qi” on the grounds that it fit the heavens. In the early Qing this
new practice became a focus of controversy between Jesuit astronomers and Confucian literati.
Ferdinand Verbiest demonstrated the reasonableness of using “true Qi” by showing that the calculat-
ed gnomon shadow lengths fit the solar periods best. The early Qing astronomers such as Wang
Xichan and Mei Wending opposed using “true Qi”. They argued that “mean Qi” was altogether a
suitable way of annotating the annual almanacs and using “true Qi” would obscure the principle of
placing the intercalary months.

Key words mean Qi true Qi intercalary months annual almanacs



