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Tiger with Saw— toothed Ear: A Reading Based on the Ecological History in Song China

Zeng Xongsheng
(Institute of the History of Natural Science, CAS, Beijing, 100871)

Abstract: T he earliest records about tiger with saw — toothed ear were happened in Song, but it
was believed that saw— toothed ear had relation with tiger eating man, and said that one saw tooth in
tiger’ s ear, means one man was killed by the animal. Now, some Scholars think that tiger of saw—
toothed ear maybe another kind of wild animal likes like tiger. This paper makes a conjecture from the
view point of environmental history. It argued that the saw tooth in tiger’ s ear were wound that bited
by another tiger or other wild animal, saw— toothed ear means this tiger had experienced many injury.
And this is a result of survival competition. While the records about saw — toothed ear of tiger was
first happened in Song may had relation with the change of environment in the T ang and Song Dynas-
ties. Saw— toothed ear of tiger is a symbol of environmental deterioration. We can also get some in-
formation about the growth mechanism of biological knowledge from the discovery and speculation
that made by ancient Chinese.

Key words: Song China; Ting Zhou; Tiger; Environmental History; Buddhism;
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