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TheNational Acadeny of Peping sA cadam ic Council
and M anbership Systen

LIU X iao
(Institute for the H istory of Nawral Science, CAS, Bejing 100010, China)

Abstract Based on original archives this paper studies the origin creatbn refom, constitu-
ton and history of the A caden ic Council of the Natbnal Acadeny of Peiping (NAP), n order to
show the pocess of the ndependent development of the assessn ent system in China's scientific cir
cles The systan of the A cadem ic Council of the NAP, and that of he acaden icians of the A cadem ic
Shica were both the outcon e 0fCh na's sc entif  undertak ngs havng devebpm ent 1o a certain lev-
el Theman leader and advocate of the NAP A cadem ic Council systan was L. i Shizeng who ntro-
duced many unijue concepts and nnovatons Due to the characteristics of the NAP, the A cadem ic
Council elected m ore members fum anong scentists tramed n France and fran the universities of
northern Ching but it cast its gaze across the whole country and stwove for mpartiality n acaden ic e-
valuaton Of coursg the systan was not perfect especnlly he election of the first group ofm em-
bers which lacked transparency A nalyzing the pros and cons of this systeam, and contrasting itw ith
the academ i ains systen of the A cadem ia Sinica contributes greatly to our understandng of the foun-
datbn and advancem ent of academic assessnent and canmunication n China
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