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TE 5 2K 22 UK 2z il A M P A AN TR T BRAE T 9 1602 42 22 3 Tl A Y (O B[] 42 140 )
Fe HALAN 1603 4E2 R ZIED 1Y (AL WS ), SR il A5 Bl A A e bR A g - B
B SCAR, U 25 AL 46 “Ba” . bR I L R Z B H U . e H H
LB HRTHY . TUICATIE” (2R RS SO XK IR T R R A RA N

J A B 5 AN 2 2 e [ G 1 Y iz 3 A SO X 78 5 B9 FE IR AR SCEAE T o 4
A4 AR IR L T I B0 T MR SO R, HRA N RIS e B2 b
MU T 5528 ( Christoph Clavius, 1538—1612) () { CRBRIE) 1% ) P( In Sphaeram Joannis
de Sacro Bosco Commentarius) - S5Fn b, BB L XFZHE UARI T R RE, %
THROIRITAY “RHEDE . BRI U R Z B HRJUT 7 5 Z A iy B T [ 4>
EIDFD ALK S RN 2 JLTCAH 5%, I3 2558

(EARHE 2, AR (e g [ 4 l)  CPASCZC B I ) 1 SO D B B iz ik SCO) 1 S
LIRS “TUE R, HOCT/K SRR R SCF A 43 “TEALE . Rk LR R 2
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AU A (BT [ A D) LR R, RIS SR 2 22 0 T 90 4 K, X A b 4 e B )
KU BRI A [3 1,316 1) o [ RACZ YD i G R SO hilchy +—ERZ
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“UUCIES0 . TR . BTG L BT (ED R ORK) SR, K MR TE
BB IR E AT o BEAE %A TPl B T S B R K SC e — S A kL CEAR ) 1
YA BRI, IR AL B H AR 2 5ok T2 2 DU R YRR AL 2 BIAR
HBR, A h U4 347 H A IR .



180 B &K B % £ B % 30 %

CEARIE 4 “CRALE "X T RELIBIFENE T 182 80, i )5 38 R
A+—E, NTFE| IR “— KB, ZoKE, =& A2, WKH, k2, SRR, LA,
JNIERM, LE FEZR, B LA, HZLR, —FH e HF A ZKE, B Rd.”
( [29 1,104 10) S5F305E FICZ WD GEi R O i+ —FRTCH - AJLREFE
XFEE U TR IAAE AT TIUE 38 A5 JUE RN & 25 R (B R G BHIS I A8 AR 40 50 2
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The Transmission of Crystalline Spheres Theory
to Late Ming China and Its Influence

SUN Chengsheng
( Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, CAS, Beijing 100190, China)

Abstract The crystalline spheres theory, which was closely related to Christian doctrine, was
the first cosmology introduced by Western missionaries to China in the late Ming. This article surveys
discussions about this theory, of which that by Matteo Ricci, based on Christoph Clavius” In Spha-
eram Joannis de Sacro Bosco Commentarius, was the most comprehensive and influential. Although
crystalline spheres theory was being superseded in Europe at that time, it was the earliest cosmology
introduced to China and had widespread influence on Chinese literati. Even after more comprehensive
information about Western astronomy had been transmitted, this theory still influenced Chinese schol-
ars seeking for the true structure of the cosmos. Thus, the theory played an important role in shaping
the Chinese literati’s view of the structure of the cosmos in the late Ming and early Qing.

Key words Crystalline spheres, late Ming and early Qing, Juan Cobo, Matteo Ricci, Francis—
co Furtado, Mei Wending, Wang Xichan, Li Mingche, Meridian



